
RABID FOX BITES THREE PEOPLE IN PITTSFORD

A gray fox that bit three people and rampaged through a neighborhood in
Pittsford on Sunday, August 6th was rabid.  A Monroe County Sheriff’s Deputy
destroyed the fox on West Brook Road, which runs off of French Road near
Pittsford Plaza.  Health officials submitted the animal for testing on Monday,
August 7th and learned today that the fox had rabies.

Monroe County health officials have spoken with several families to
determine the extent of their exposure and if there was any pet involvement with
the rabid fox.  The animal bit three individuals and four others had secondary
exposure to fox saliva.  All seven people have begun preventive treatment; a series
of 5 shots.  No pets were in contact with the fox.

Rabies is a viral infection that is fatal once symptoms develop.  Although
the disease is most often transmitted by a bite, it can also be transmitted if saliva
from an infected animal comes in contact with an open wound on the body or a
mucous membrane such as the mouth, nose or eyes.

Health officials strongly discourage handling wild or stray animals.  If
exposed to an animal suspected of being rabid, one should immediately wash the
affected area with soap and water and call a doctor.  Aggressive or menacing
animals should be reported to 911.

This incident marks the eleventh rabid animal confirmed this year in
Monroe County: 3 fox, 1 skunk, 1 bat, and 6 raccoons.
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